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Abstract

Between 2007 and 2012, approximately 9 million individual Octopus vulgaris were captured annually in Portuguese

fisheries.

Unlike most fishery resources, octopus are not easily killed by the action of the fishery. After being hoisted on-bord,

they are generally fit, regain consciousness of their whereabouts, and try to return to sea.

A variety of methods was developed through the ages to incapacitate each animal. In Portugal, the most traditional

methods employed have been: clubbing the head; penetrating the brain by a blade; reversing the mantle; and more

recently holding in a suspended net.

Particularly in Asia, fishermen are not indifferent to the way octopus are handled after capture, some less stressful

methods being preferred for product quality reasons. In Portugal, the single method that raises concerns about quality is

slicing the brain, ironically one of the less stressful methods of euthanasia.

The possibility of changing attitudes in fisheries through appeals to ethical behaviour remains to be demonstrated. More

likely, reference to the quality of a product can indirectly result in better handling. Through legislation or otherwise, it is

the onus of science to deal with the 10^3 animals used in scientific environments, the 10^6 in aquacultures, but also the

10^n in fisheries.




























