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Dear ESLAV Members,
As the season transitions from Summer to Fall, we are reminded that one thing we can always count on
is change. We will never again find ourselves in this exact moment, with the same people and same
animals within this same Earth environment that we are sharing right now. This realization encourages
us to not become complacent in our lives. It encourages us to savor the beauty and positive aspects of
each moment. It encourages us to not delay in using our untapped potential to come up with
innovative ways to enhance the well-being of the people and animals who will share this Earth in years
to come.
It is very inspirational to have just read about the three recipients of the 2015 Nobel Prize in Medicine,2
native sons and a daughter from Ireland, Japan and China who used their talents years ago to search
out and evaluate natural products and bacteria that ultimately led to two discoveries that have
provided powerful new means to combat river blindness, radically reduce the incident of filariasis and
significantly reduce death rates from malaria.
According to the Nobel Committee, the total
impact of their contributions in terms of
improved human health and reduced suffering
are immeasurable. As you know, behind most
great scientists there is a tremendous,
diversified team composed of qualified
individuals, such as yourself, who help to put all
the pieces of the puzzle together under the
appropriate conditions to ensure that valid,
reproducible scientific studies can be conducted
and new knowledge revealed. Although we
may not all have the opportunity to be part of a
Nobel Prize Team, we can do our part. An often
quoted poem of Ralph Waldo Emerson ends in
these words that we hope you will remember….
“…to know that one life has breathed easier
because you have lived… this is to have
succeeded. “
The ESLAV Board
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The AAALAC International, ESLAV and ECLAM Conference 2015 - Hannover, Germany
Thanks to all who were able to travel to
Hannover to attend the AAALAC International,
ESLAV and ECLAM Conference and our Annual
General Membership Meeting in September.
The theme of the joint conference was
“Challenges and Trends in Laboratory Animal
Care and Research.” Over 200 professionals
from Europe, America and Asia came together
for this conference and to celebrate AAALAC
Itl.’s contributions to animal welfare and
research over the past 50 years.
The guidance provided by the global team of
colleagues at AAALAC International has
facilitated significant improvements in the
infrastructure and processes impacting
laboratory animal science and medicine,
thereby facilitating the conduct of critical basic
and applied research worldwide that have in
turn contributed to the advancement of health
care practices that touch the lives of millions
of humans and animals every day.
During the Conference, AAALAC Council Members and invited speakers shared many insights on the
challenges recently encountered by animal care and use programs based in Europe. They also provided
perspectives on areas that the laboratory animal medicine and science community need to further
define and standardize, such as optimum health monitoring programs for farm animals and aquatic
species used in research. Attendees were also alerted to new insights on the impact of microbiomes on
various animal models as described in the most recent ILAR Journal
(http://ilarjournal.oxfordjournals.org/content/current).
A Summary of the 2015 Annual Report of AAALAC International has been recently released. It presents
a global perspective on the current status of its public outreach and accreditation programs. You may
access this summary report through the following link:
http://www.aaalac.org/BOT/Annual_Report_2015-Abbreviated_Text.docx
During recent AAALAC Itl. elections,
ESLAV’s representative to AAALAC Itl
BOT (Board of Trustees), Dr. AnneDominique Degryse, was re-elected as
the Vice Chair of AAALAC’s Executive
Committee. This is great news as it will
ensure that the European prospective
will continue be heard and be included
in the development of AAALAC Itl’s
strategic objectives.

Dr. Anne-Dominique Degryse
Vice-Chair, AAALAC’s Executive Committee
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ESLAV Board Meeting in Hannover, Germany
The ESLAV Board met prior to the conference on Friday September 11 and on the morning of Saturday
12 along with ESLAV National Representatives.
It was noted that our organization is continuing to grow in size and now consists of 372 members in 32
countries.
In addition to the ongoing implementation of improvements to our website, two additional initiatives
aimed at improving communication and networking activities are being considered by the Board and
the National Representatives. In one proposed initiative, the ELSAV President would designate
members of the Board to assist in representing ESLAV as expert advisers or observers at various EU
Directive-related meetings. The second initiative would re-organize the general membership into
geographical regions led by Regional Coordinators instead of multiple National Representatives. These
proposals are still under discussion. Final decisions and plans for implementation will be shared with
you in the near future.
Official changes in ESLAV Leadership
also occurred with the closure of the
ESLAV AGM.
The following are our leaders for this
new term:
President:
Jose Sanchez-Morgado
Past President:
Nicolas Dudoignon
Honorary Secretary:
Massimiliano Bardotti
Honorary Treasurer:
Aurora Bronstad
Ordinary Board Members:
Marilyn Brown
Peter Glerup
Helmut Ehall
Katerina Marinou
National & Emerging Country
Coordinator: Dasa Seveljevic Jaran
ECLAM Liaison:
Gabi Itter
LAVA Liaison: Anja Petrie

Don’t
Don’t forget
forget to
to visit
visit the
the ESLAV-ECLAM
ESLAV-ECLAM webpage,
webpage,
as
additional
information
as additional information -- including
including new
new job
job adverts
adverts
-- can
can be
be found
found there!
there!
http://eslav-eclam.org/jobs
http://eslav-eclam.org/jobs
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YOU NEED TO KNOW
Solicitation for Research Proposals
The ACLAM Foundation Committee members are pleased to
announce the 20th annual solicitation of research proposals in
Laboratory Animal Science and Medicine.
The deadline for the letter of Intent is December 3, 2015 with invited Full Proposals due March 10,
2016. The Mission of the Foundation is to award high quality research grants that will increase the
body of knowledge in laboratory animal science and medicine. Please consider submitting a grant or
having a colleague submit a grant proposal.
More information is available at http://www.aclam.org/foundation

European Commission adds Publication Section to its Website
The European Commission has added a publication section to its website as a
means of providing free downloadable posters and guidance documents to promote
understanding and correct application of the Directive 2010/634/EU for the
protection of animals used for scientific purposes by all stakeholders, especially researchers, animal
technologists and caretakers, members of animal welfare bodies, designated veterinarians as well as
competent authorities. Currently there are a combination of 14 guidance documents and posters.
New documents and updates to current documents will also be posted there as soon as they are
available. http://ec.europa.eu/environment/chemicals/lab_animals/pubs_intro_en.htm

EPAA to Continue Through 2020
The European Commission and 35 blue-chip companies from 7 industry
sectors have agreed to continue collaborating for another five years
(2016-2020) in a partnership (EPAA) that aims at promoting alternative
approaches to animal testing.
The next annual EPAA conference is scheduled to occur on 1 December 2015 at the European
Parliament, Brussels.

ViroCap Diagnostic Test Reported Capable of Detecting All Viruses that Infect
People & Animals
A new test, ViroCap, developed at Washington University School of Medicine
in St. Louis, Missouri, USA can detect virtually any virus that infects people and
animals. The test utilizes probes composed of 2 million stretches of DNA or RNA
from every know group of viruses that infect humans and animals to detect viruses in patient
specimen. The matched viral material is then analyzed using high-throughput genetic sequencing.
ViroCap has been shown to be effective in detecting up to 52% more viruses in patient specimen than
standard PCR assays. Washington University researchers plan to conduct additional research to
validate this new test. They will also make this technology available publicly to scientists worldwide to
study viruses and possibly bacteria in research settings.
https://news.wustl.edu/news/Pages/28833.aspx
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Training Opportunities and Resources
NC3RS Provides Free Mouse & Rat Grimace Scale Posters
Research has demonstrated that changes in facial expression provide a means of assessing pain in mice
and rats. To help raise awareness about these tools and their potential for improving animal welfare,
the NC3Rs has produced A3-sized posters of the Mouse Grimace Scale and Rat Grimace Scale and is
providing free copies for display in animal facilities.
You can get your free copies by submitting an order through the following link:
http://www.nc3rs.org.uk/grimacescales

See also:
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/articl
e?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0136000&

ETPLAS Launches Website
The Education and Training Platform for Laboratory Animal Science (ETPLAS)
has launched its website: http://ETPLAS.eu.
The Platform provides a forum for exchanging information on laboratory animal
science education and training therefore helping to establish mutually
recognized training courses. Successful completion of such a harmonized
course enables working with laboratory animals and promotes free movement
of competent personnel in the EU.

Free summary available on Reproducibility Issues in Animal Research
Scientific progress is achieved by robust experiments that generate reliable and
reproducible results to be used with confidence by the research community. Recent
publications have drawn attention to an apparent and concerning prevalence in the
number of peer-reviewed studies that cannot be reproduced, particularly those
containing data from experiments using animals and animal models. At this workshop,
organized by the ILAR Roundtable, researchers from around the world explored the many facets of
animal-based research that could contribute to irreproducible results, including perspectives on
improving experimental planning, design, and execution; the importance of reporting all
methodological details; and efforts to establish harmonization principles of reporting on the care and
use of animals in research studies.
http://dels.nas.edu/resources/static-assets/materials-based-on-reports/reports-in-brief/ILAR-Reproducibility-WiB.pdf

5

www.eslav-eclam.org

ESLAV Newsletter - Oct. 2015

Training Opportunities and Resources (continued)
IQ Consortium Offers Free Training Course
The IQ Consortium offers a training course which focuses on
identifying animal welfare and study integrity issues that can
occur during the development and revision of protocols and
timelines for live animal studies conducted at external facilities.
Developed with non-research staff in mind, this training seeks to build an understanding of downstream consequences, provide background for informed decision making, and strengthen the
relationship between institutions.
For many companies, study outsourcing is a large component of the total animal research program.
Responsible animal use and the 3Rs aren't complete without reviewing offsite research activity, and
considering how to further improve animal use conducted with external facilities.
This training was developed to address needs identified by IQ Consortium members and
representatives of major Contract Research Organizations (CROs) who routinely outsource/conduct
preclinical studies using animals. Many individuals on both sides of the outsourcing relationship
participate in study planning and placement, and while most are experienced in conducting animal
studies, there remain a significant number of individuals with an incomplete understanding of the
process. It is important to recognize how decisions impact animal welfare and the quality of the
research, and this training, intended for internal use by individual companies and institutions, seeks to
provide basic information supporting cost/benefit considerations leading to more informed decisions.
This training is a free resource for any pharmaceutical, biotech, CRO, academic institution or other
research organization that participates in inter-institutional research efforts requiring live animal use.
For this program to be effective, it must be introduced to appropriate audiences. Recommended
audiences include account managers, business managers, contracts departments, study monitors and
directors, sales teams, and others.
For additional discussion of the program and access to the materials please contact:
Marilyn Brown (marilyn.brown@crl.com)
More information on the IQ Consortium is available at the following link: https://iqconsortium.org/

Video Proceedings from Humane Endings Symposium Available
In November 2014, The American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) invited
experts and policy makers from around the world to an Animal Welfare Symposium
focused on Humane Endings. The scientific information and practical experiences
shared among attendees will be used by the AVMA to further improve its guidance
documents on humane endings. 65 informative lectures were presented during the
symposium. Audiovisual proceedings of all lectures have been organized into three
species-specific tracks as follows:
Companion, Exotic, Zoo and Wild Animals / Laboratory and Aquatic Animals /
Food Animals and Equids.
The audiovisual recordings are now available online free to all symposium attendees as well as all
AVMA members. Non-AVMA members may purchase online access to all recordings for $125 USD
through the following link:
https://vimeo.com/ondemand/humaneendings2014
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Training Opportunities and Resources (continued)
The Animal Behaviour and Welfare Course

Health monitoring of Rodents: Traditional and Innovative Approaches
The Animal Behaviour and Welfare Course developed jointly by The
University of Edinburgh and Scotland’s Rural College will be available in an
online On-Demand version through Coursera starting 12 October 2015.
Now students will be able to sign up for the course at any time and
complete it on their own schedule. Statements of Achievement (free) and
Course Certificates (paid) will still be available for students who complete
the On-Demand version of the course.

FRAME's Training School in Experimental Design and Statistics
FRAME's Training School in Experimental Design and Statistics is coming to Voss,
Norway in February 2016. Registration is now open. The deadline is 15 November
2015 and places will be filled on a first-come, first-served basis. Please find more
information regarding course content and registration at this link:
http://www.frame.org.uk/training-schools

Workshops, Courses and Meetings…
Mouse Models of Disease: Improving Reproducibility of Pathology Endpoints in
Challenge Models
February 9-11 2016 – Cambridge, UK
The lack of reproducibility in biomedical science, particularly mouse model analyses, is hindering advances in our
understanding of human disease and the development of novel therapies. This 3-day meeting will address this problem by
sharing best practices in histopathology to ensure the generation of accurate data from mouse models.
The meeting will bring together veterinary and human pathologists and scientists working with mouse models in academic
and industrial research. The programme will review basic approaches to creating and interpreting reproducible mouse
pathology data. A major focus of this year’s meeting will be the techniques used to investigate the pathology in the
respiratory and gastrointestinal tracts in challenged and non-challenged phenotyping studies.
Throughout the programme an emphasis will be placed on understanding the influence of environmental effects and
experimental challenges on pathology endpoints and their potential effects on the reproducibility of data.
Programme details and registration information is available at the the Wellcome Trust website :
https://registration.hinxton.wellcome.ac.uk/events/item.aspx?e=488
Registration Deadline: Sunday 10 January 2016
This meeting has been CPD approved by the Royal College of Pathologists (17 credits).
A number of bursaries are being offered for this meeting to help towards cost of registration and travel. Please use the links below to
access further information and to apply for a bursary to attend this meeting:
BSTP: http://www.bstp.org.uk/events/bstpwellcome-trust-mouse-models-of-disease/
Journal of Comparative Pathology: http://www.journals.elsevier.com/journal-of-comparative-pathology/news/the-journal-of-comparativepathology-educational-trust/
Laboratory Animals: http://www.lal.org.uk/funding-and-opportunities/bursaries/
Pathological Society: http://www.pathsoc.org/index.php/grants-lectures-awards/travel-grants

Please send the Board members any news or information that you think might interest other members and we
will be glad to include it in future editions of the newsletter.
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Workshops, Courses and Meetings…
AALAS 66th National Meeting
November 1-5, 2015 – Phoenix, Arizona, US
AALAS President, Dr. Cindy Buckmaster, invites you to attend AALAS’ 66th annual National
Meeting in Phoenix, Arizona, November 1-5, 2015. The AALAS National Meeting is the largest
gathering in the world of professionals concerned with the production, care and use of laboratory animals. The five days of
meetings will provide opportunities for attendees to participate in workshops, lectures, poster sessions, and exhibits. There
will also be opportunities for social networking with colleagues and making new friends. Special assistance and guidance are
available for international attendees if needed. Please visit the meeting website for additional details:
https://www.aalas.org/national-meeting/

FGB: Managing Resources in the Modern Animal Facility
November 16-18, 2015, Milan Italy
This FGB course is designed to provide a mix of technical and non-technical skills useful to effectively cope with increasingly
complex and sometimes new issues such as ensuring quality care of the animals, compliance with regulations and
guidelines, funding and administration, hiring staff and human resources management. Part of the training will be delivered
by a human resources training group that will broaden the understanding and experiences of facility managers outside the
specific field of laboratory animal science. The course aims at those wishing to move into management positions or to
improve their managerial performance.
The course will give particular emphasis to interactive case discussions and practical sessions including two workshops on
interview techniques and tam building. More details and registration information can be found at the following site:
http://www.fondazioneguidobernardini.org/en/training_initiatives/event_detail.aspx?IDEvent=82&IDEventType=3&IDEven
tSection=1&year=2015

European Primate Veterinarians Seminar
November 19-20, 2015, Florence, Italy
The main topic of the annual seminar will be Immunosuppression in NHP
with focus on these key areas:
● Organ transplant models
● Bone marrow transplant
● HIV/SIV
● Immunosuppressive drugs, techniques & problems
● Viral Seroconversion
● Infections after Organ Transplantation
● Treatment of immunosuppressed primate
Case reports and legislation updates will also be presented.
A great opportunity for social networking will be offered in a post-seminar
Chianti Tuscany Trip on November 21-22, 2015. Forms for submission of
presentations for the scientific program, student travel grant applications,
meeting registration and tour information can be found at the following
website:
http://www.euprimvets.eu/index.php?page=epv-seminar

… and don’t forget to regularly check the ESLAV-ECLAM Website!
www.eslav-eclam.org

8

www.eslav-eclam.org

ESLAV Newsletter - Oct. 2015

Workshops, Courses and Meetings…
SECAL 2015 Meeting
November 18-20, 2015, Caceres, Spain
Program and registration can be found at the following link:
http://secal.es/i-congreso-iberico-de-ciencias-del-animal-de-laboratorio-xiii-congreso-secal-iii-congresso-spcal/

LASA Winter Meeting
November 25-27, 2015, South of England, UK
For information, contact: infor@lasa.co.uk

FELASA Congress
June 13-16, 2016, Brussels, Belgium
The next FELASA triennial congress will be held in Brussels, Belgium from 13 till 16 June 2016.
The Belgian Council of Laboratory Animal Science (BCLAS), The Dutch Laboratory Animal Science
Association (NVP) and the Dutch Association for Animal Technicians (BV) are the organisers.
Major congress topics will include:
• Animals
• Alternatives
• Ethics
• Human Resources
• Science and Technology
• Administrative burden
• Public support
• 2010/63 EU directive
• Professional development
• Animal welfare bodies
Visit the Congress website for more meeting updates at the following link:
http://felasa2016.eu/

RSPCA International Meeting
June 16-17, 2016, Brussels, Belgium
This meeting will occur immediately following the FELASA Congress in the same venue starting the
afternoon of 16 June and run through the end of the day of 17 June. The major focus of the presentations will be on how
pain, suffering or distress is currently identified and assessed in animals, recent progress in refining techniques, future
opportunities for refinement along with current potential scientific and other barriers to achieving the goal. There will be no
delegate fee charged for attending, but seating will be limited. A small number of travel bursaries will be available to
facilitate participation. For more program details , please inquire at the following: research.animal@rspca.org.uk
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Books
Laboratory Animal Medicine, 3rdEd.
Laboratory Animal Medicine, Third Edition, was released on 11
September 2015.
It is a fully revised publication from the American College of Laboratory
Medicine’s acclaimed blue book series. It presents an up-to-date volume
that offers the most thorough coverage of the biology, health, and care of
laboratory animals.
The book is organized by species, with new inclusions of chinchillas, birds,
and program and employee management, and is written and edited by
known experts in the fields.
http://store.elsevier.com/Laboratory-Animal-Medicine/isbn9780124095274/
Printed Book ISBN: 9780124095274
eBook ISBN: 9780124166134

Swine in the Laboratory, 3rd Ed.
Scheduled to be released Nov. 4, 2015
Key features of this third edition of the Swine in the Laboratory:
Surgery, Anesthesia, and Experimental Techniques include:
● Contains a DVD including more than 50 videos of surgical and
experimental techniques and a color histologic atlas of normal
tissues
● Provides normal data for the most common breeds of minipigs
and domestic swine
● Adds new chapters on cancer models, transgenics, necropsy,
and toxicology
● Best practices for anesthesia, analgesia and perioperative care
for swine in research

Last but not least… Article of interest
Risk of Bias in Reports of In Vivo Research: A Focus for Improvement. PLoS Biol 13(10): e1002273.
Macleod MR, Lawson McLean A, Kyriakopoulou A, Serghiou S, de Wilde A, Sherratt N, et al. (2015)
The reliability of experimental findings depends on the rigour of experimental design. Here we show
limited reporting of measures to reduce the risk of bias in a random sample of life sciences
publications, significantly lower reporting of randomisation in work published in journals of high
impact, and very limited reporting of measures to reduce the risk of bias in publications from leading
United Kingdom institutions. Ascertainment of differences between institutions might serve both as a
measure of research quality and as a tool for institutional efforts to improve research quality.
More information: http://journals.plos.org/plosbiology/article?id=10.1371/journal.pbio.1002273

10

www.eslav-eclam.org

